Great Falls native honored for appeals court service by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
10-17-2001 
Great Falls native honored for appeals court service 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Great Falls native honored for appeals 
court service" (2001). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 17528. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/17528 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
A  ^  The University of
\m  Montana
UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520
Oct. 17, 2001
GREAT FALLS NATIVE HONORED FOR APPEALS COURT SERVICE 
MISSOULA -
If the more than 100 former law clerks of U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals Judge 
James R. Browning get their way, the circuit’s San Francisco headquarters soon will carry 
their mentor’s name.
A bill introduced by U.S. Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., and supported by the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles bar associations calls for naming the old post office building that 
houses the court in Browning’s honor. The bill currently is in committee and is expected to go 
before the U.S. Congress in coming months.
For Browning, a Great Falls native and University of Montana School of Law 
alumnus, the honor would cap a career that has spanned four decades. In September his former 
law clerks and colleagues gathered in San Francisco to celebrate his 40th year as a member of 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. A week earlier the State Bar of Montana had presented 
Browning with the William J. Jameson Award recognizing him for his ethical and personal 
conduct, professionalism, efforts to help make better judges and lawyers, and his participation 
in educating the public about the legal system.
Appointed to the court in 1961 by President John F. Kennedy, Browning has spent 
nearly half of his 82 years in the position. Browning sat as chief judge from 1976 to 1988, 
during which he reorganized and modernized the circuit’s administration, emphasized judicial
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collegiality and made sure that inclusiveness and communication were key principles in how 
the circuit court functioned.
Browning earned his juris doctorate degree from the UM School of Law in 1941, 
graduating with the highest scholastic record in his class. He then served in World War II, 
rising to the rank of U.S. Army first lieutenant and earning the Bronze Star medal for 
heroism. Three years later he went to work for the U.S. Department of Justice, rising steadily 
through the ranks until 1953 when he entered private practice at Perlman, Lyons and Browning 
in Washington, D.C. In 1958 he served as clerk of the U.S. Supreme Court, and later was 
promoted to the 9th Circuit Court from that position.
In 1991 for his many contributions toward improving the judicial system, Browning 
received the Edward J. Devitt Award for Distinguished Service to Justice, presented annually 
to a U.S. federal judge. He is founder of two nonprofit institutions for the improvement of 
justice: the Western Regional Justice Center and the 9th Judicial Circuit Historical Society, 
both in Pasadena, Calif.
Browning, who took senior status Sept. 1, 2000, maintains his chambers in San 
Francisco and continues to render substantial judicial service to the court. He is married to the 
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